Automatic implantable cardioverter defibrillator. Current status.
The automatic implantable cardioverter defibrillator was conceived by Mirowski as an implantable device for detection and termination of ventricular fibrillation. Since the initial human implant of the defibrillator in 1980, there has been a dramatic expansion of the clinical experience with more than 5000 implants. The technology of the device, which is now capable of sensing and terminating both ventricular tachycardia and fibrillation, has evolved rapidly. Although still not an ideal antiarrhythmic device, it has already had a major impact on arrhythmic mortality with a marked reduction in the sudden death rates in a high-risk patient population.